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Partners on 
This Project

The CRIB is a 40-foot single decker 
bus which was converted by prisoners 
in HMP Edinburgh to provide a number 
of community outcomes.

The building and development of this 
project has been supported by 
the VRU, SPS, and the STV Children’s 
Appeal.  This current project was held 
within Newbattle High School and 
supported by Midlothian Council.

ABOUT THE CRIB
The CRIB has enabled us to bring project 
work, predominantly based within Heavy 
Sound’s premises in Cockenzie, out to 
communities across East Lothian and 
Midlothian.  

The bus is equipped with wi-fi, high-end 
music technology and instruments for music 
production and recording, as well as an 
interactive presentation space, kitchen, IT 
and additional resources to support learning 
and development.

Using The CRIB as an alternative classroom, 
we are able to park at schools and 
community spaces to provide an innovative 
engagement approach comprising music 
activities, bike maintenance, and 
mentoring.
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BUILDING Relationships
The CRIB allowed us to build relationships with 
lots of young people who weren't engaging with 
school.  A significant number of regular 
attendees, returned every week to hang out and 
chat. 

Av. No Young People Engaged 
Per Session

No. Bikes Fixed
Overall

Sessions 
Delivered

MENTORING CASE STUDY

NEWBATTLE HIGH SCHOOL

Our Mentor George worked with several 
young males who were selected by Leigh the 
'campus cop' because they weren't engaging 
with school and weren't talking to anybody in 
the school. Leigh had been trying to speak to 
them but  hadn't got anywhere. 

George spent time with them individually, 
chatting and playing the decks. The result was 
that they opened up and stayed longer than 
their scheduled slot. 

DR BIKE
With 6 bikes to fix, we took young people 
through a basic bike maintenance process. 
We promoted active travel and supported 
individuals, in determining suitable routes 
for their regular journeys.

MUSIC
We provided a DJ set up as well as a music 
production and a live performance set up. 
We engaged young people in various ways 
through teaching DJing skills, karaoke sessions, 
beat programming, looping and sampling, 
basic guitar chords and microphone technique. 

We have put together an audio piece that is a 
composite of the many hours of recordings that 
were made throughout our 7 week project.

https://soundcloud.com/heavy-sound-c-i-
c/newbattle-community-campus-collage
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